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R. M-SPIATE DELIVERY OPTING QF BUSINESS TUE-SDA 


Febr 


TO 


7 c. 



, T?*smfir 11. 197S 


baiy 12, 1975 


Bop Asst Sec of State Robert H. Miller (Stftjte tel: X 20272} ,• 

Department of State 



Dep Asst Sec of Defense Morton I, Abraraowltz 
International Security Affairs -(ISA) 
Department of Defense •• • 

Mr. William Stearaisn (EOB tel: X h$66) 
National Security Council Staff 


Mr. Charles DeSaulniers (Pentagon tel: X 51176) 
Defense Intelligence Officer for Southeast Asia 
Defense Intelligence Agency 


(Pentagon tel: 


• * m 


x 72307) 


Mr. Willi an Hamilton (State tel: X 21338) 
Director, ' REA 

Bureau of Intelligence and Research, Depart 


fient of State 


E . 
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Attached is a further refinement of phe ‘unclassified 
version of the memorandum on Communist aid to North Vietnam, . This 
version, Identified in upper left hand corner of page 1 as the “Third . 
Draft, H la the one which will be discussed (along with thoclaesified 


memorandum) at the intelligence community 1 s 10 : OOj 
morning, February 11, . 
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THIRD DRAFT 



W Am 



hemorakdom 
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SUBJECT .: Communist Military and Economic Aid 

1972-19?^* 


•• 

1. Tho Intelligence Community has been requested to estimate 


tho amounts of Communist aid * shipment© to Nortlj 

• » 

and 1974, using current US dollar costs of the 

t ' . 

Is important to recognize that the Intelligence 
on this subject Is not equivalent to — and her 


with — US appropriations for military and ecor{omic aid to South 


_ .Vietnam, for tho following reasons; 


(a) Our information on North Vietnan 

incomplete* The drawdown of the US C& It 

* 

restrictions on flight stover North Vietnamese territory have further 
limited intelligence collection' capabilities ir 

* 9 

4 

current information on North Vietnam is less c 

* 

was formerly . In particular, on the question q 

* 

aid, our information base — , never comprehenssi\i 


and. incomplete. Hence we know we are seeing orly part of the -picture 
but Simply cannot tell, in percentage or dollar 


. what part • 


.elligence 


* This memorandum, has been prepared Jointly by the Central In', 

Agency, the Defense Intelligence Agency, and the Bureau of Intelllgersc 
and Research, Department of State. ' 1 
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February 12, 1975 


to North Vietnam, - 


Vietnam in 19?&» 1973 
material \ shipped . It 


Community* s esiimato 

i 

ce not fully comparable 


has always beeh 
*• « 

Southeast Asia and 

i 

t 

i 

the area, so that 
comprehensive tha i it 


f "Soviet and Chinese 
e- — is now very spotty 


« 

-equivalent figures. 


PpBtA •etWfttf 

£.0. 12958, Sec. 3.5 
State Dept. Guidelineit^fA fo* 

— . NARA, Date 
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(b) The North Vietnam figures we have been able to develop 

I ' * 

refer only to commodities arriving in North Vietnam. They do not 
refer to transport and shipping; costs, training programs, spare parts, 

or foreign assistance personnel, (including contractors). The US 

1 i 

ub 


Department of pefonso calculates that only about 

♦ 

appropriations for military aid to South Vietnam 

^ ■ « 

commodity shipments • similar to items included in 


North Vietnam . We are unable to develop any comparable figure for 


45 percent of up ~ j 

<$-4 ^ \ 

has covered ( - ■) *'• 

I 

the estimate for 

i 


North Vietnam. 


(c) Aid to North Vietnam is focused on 


for the type of military action undertaken by the North Vietnamese 

• • • ■ l 

% * 1 

ana Viet Cong fox % ce& ~ selected atto.cks from redoubt arods* 

f “ ‘ 

. i 

US. military aid to South Vietnam supports a different military i 

mission ~ l«e. t defense of scattered communities and lines of 

• * 

•• • 

% •» * 
communication * . plus reaction and, reinforcement oC local forces sfter 

Communist attack* As the total forces for the d 
differ in cize* so do their requirements for ass 


commodities reejuired 


afferent missions 


Istance# 


2* Several conclusions may nonetheless be prawn with respiefc v 

North Vietnam, from 


to levels of military and economic assistance tej 
1972 through' 1974.* 




I 
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! • 
I 
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*. 0ui “ estimates run only through 1974. Our data do not allow us to 
mslce even rough estimates of flows thus far in 1975, Some a^d that: 
known to have been provided since January 1, 1975 — e.c. » a 1 number of 


MIG 19s — is hot reflected in our estimates. 
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a) The suspension of U 5 air bombard* ent in North Vietnam 

. - • ♦ r 




<b) The Auction in the level of con' 
m 1973 woo reflected in a substantial decrease 
ammunition end ground force equipment received 


assistance for 


ta early 1573 brought about a Urge decrease in 

defense against such bombardment or to replace losses caused bj it 
(e.g., air defense equipment, missiles, trucks. 


etc.). 


* 

( 


f 


pat In South Vietnam 

4 

♦ 

in the amount of : 


W - North Vietnam 


U>- This trend was reversed in 1974 which saw an IncrUse 
in munition and some ground forces equipment, 

Econon._c aiu was sharply reduced in. 1972 as a res jilt of • 
closure of the port of Haiphong but rose sharply in 1973 an£ 

19,4 as a result of its- reopening, a typhoon, which damaged the 1973 
autumn rxce harvest, the inflation of dollar values in 1974 and I the 

Qd pace of reconstruction in 1973 and 197 * following susjension 
of US air action in North Vietnam. ? 


3. The specific figures reflection the aboj 
&o follows? 
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COMMUNIST AID SHIPMENTS TO NORTH VIETNAM < 

of military equipment and mat k hike, an:; economic goods 

% 

* 

(Milliois of current US $) 


Military Equipment and 
Material 

Air Defense Equipment 

* « » 

Ground Forces Equipment- 

m 

Ammunition 

• « 

Other 


Economic Goods 
Food 

Fertiliser 

♦ 

• I 

Petroleum 




• Machinery, Transportation 
Equipment , Metal Products 

•• m 

Other 


■ i ■ *w 


TOTAL OF ESTIMABLE ■' 1025 V 
COMMODITY SHIPMENTS 
TO NORTH VIETNAM SJ 



1 575 


million in 1 972, $50 

• a * ? - 


bJ North Vietnam ».s exports’ totalled about $30 

. . ^ ^ r ‘ ^973# and $125 million in 197^* Since these exports 
pa or soma of North Vietnam’s imports, they should be Subtracted, 
-rom the totals in this table to derive figures for commodity 
^ld shipments to North Vietnam.. F ‘ 



PROPOSED FOR DECLASSIFICATION 



OLUltt: 




E 


Declassified 

Photocrmv from P Fnr<^ T ihrti 


